II
THE RAMAYANA AND HIE DASARATHA JATAKA
Weber suggested in his paper entitled 'Uberdas R5maya$aM published more than a century ago
that the story of the original Ramayana composed by Vftlmiki (i.e. Books 11-VI) had its basis in the Pali
work Dasaratha Jataka (No. 461) and that it exhibits influence of the Greek poet Homer's epics. Jacobi
in the introduction of his Das RamSyana (1893) thoroughly examined both the suggestions and rejected
them. Since then serious students of the RQmayana as well as of the Pali and Greek literatures have generally
accepted Jacobi's views. Rarely, however, the question of the Dasaratha Jataka and the RamQyana was
raised by careless and uncritical students of the Jataka literature.2 An attempt has been recently made to
revive that old theory.3
As regards the conjecture regarding the influence of Homeric poems on V&lmlkPs composition,
Jacobi has shown that the old and genuine RSmByaya does not exhibit any acquaintance with the Greeks,
that there is not even a remote similarity between the stealing of Slta and the rape of Helen and between the
advance against Lanka and that against Troy and that there is only a very remote similarity of motive between
the bending of the bow by Rama and that by Ulyses.4 Another point that may be noted is that, while VSlmlki
belonged to the eastern areas of Uttar Pradesh, the Greek invaders raided these parts under the leadership
of Demetrius and Menander in the second century B.C. The question of Greek influence could have
possibly arisen if the RsmQyana was composed at a later date.
It is admitted by the most eminent authorities on the history of Pali literature in general and the
Jatakas in particular that the verses (Gathas) in the Jatakas, which only are found in the Khuddaka-nikaya
of the Sutta-pitaka, have to be assigned to an early date (say, the second or third century B.C.) while the stories
in prose are mostly as late as the fifth or sixth century A.D. Thus M. Winternitz says that "they (i.e. the
Jatakas) cannot serve as documents for the social conditions at the time of the Buddha, but at the most,
for the period of the 3rd century B.C., and for the greater part, especially in their prose, only for the fifth
or sixth century A.D."5 A number of contradictions between the above earlier and later parts of (he
Jatakas have been demonstrated by Hertel6 sncl Charpcntier.7
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